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CRUISE SHIPS 

165. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Can the minister report to the house on the attraction that Fremantle port and the state of Western Australia hold 
for cruise ships? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I am sure that cruising is a topic very dear to his heart! I have some very 
good news to report. The number of cruise ships coming into Fremantle port has grown tremendously over the 
term of the Labor government. When we came to government, there were only about six visits per annum. I am 
very pleased to announce that due to the hard work of the Fremantle Port Authority, which became a key 
member of the peak industry group Cruise Down Under, the six visits by cruise ships each year will increase to 
27 visits each year, which is a 350 per cent increase. I was interested to hear the interjections made by members 
opposite who doubt the significance of this trade. I have some very interesting figures. In the last financial year, 
cruise ship traffic generated something in the order of $17.1 million for Western Australia. Given that we expect 
that the number of passengers who will disembark at the port this year will be twice the number of those who 
disembarked last year, we now expect some 34 000 passengers and 12 000 crew to disembark at the port. We 
anticipate that the activity of the ships in the port of Fremantle will generate something in the order of 
$28 million for the local Perth metropolitan economy. I put that good news story on the record. My good friend 
the Minister for Tourism has played a key part in this work. We should compliment the Fremantle Port Authority 
for its very creative embrace of this trade and for recognising that tourism is an important part of trade in 
Western Australia.  
 


